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11th December 2015 

 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

This is the last newsletter for 2015.  What a wonderful, albeit busy, term it has been.  

 

Christmas Concert 

I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to the Christmas Concert in Cobham Hall this 

evening at 7.00pm.  Mulled wine and mince pies will be served during the interval. 

 

Year 4 Tudor Day 

As the fantastic finish to their Tudor topic, Year 4 took part in a Tudor Day on Tuesday. The pupils all looked 

fabulous in their Tudor costumes and took part in a variety of activities; making pomanders, creating a 

Tudor coat of arms, constructing Tudor Houses and making Tudor Roses made out of clay. The highlight of 

the day was a Tudor banquet with Henry VIII making a surprise visit as the special guest. This was followed 

by the children sharing their Tudor work, including a dance and song, with their parents. It was an exciting 

day for everyone and a great way to finish this term’s topic. 

 

Years 3 and 4 Carol Service 

On Monday 14th December we will be holding our Year 3 and 4 Christmas Service in the Memorial Chapel 

at the Senior School at 2.45pm. Parents, grandparents and carers are invited and very welcome to attend 

this service. Parking for this Service is in the South Gate (Sports Hall) car park and there will be attendants 

to guide you.   

 

After the Christmas Service please allow the children to leave Chapel first. The children will be walked over 

to the Hospitality Suite by their teacher where they will be dismissed to parents.  

 

All parents are warmly invited to the Hospitality Suite for seasonal refreshments following the service.   

 

Years 5, 6, 7 and 8 Carol Service 

On Wednesday 16th December we have our traditional Christmas Carol Service in the School Memorial 

Chapel at the Senior School at 12.00 noon.  Parents, grandparents and carers are invited and very 

welcome to attend this service.  Please park at the Senior School if you are attending this service and not 

the Prep School. There will be a retiring collection for ChildLine.  After the Carol Service, pupils will walk 

back to their form room and will be dismissed from there by tutors.  

 

END OF TERM  

Wed 16th December      End of term collection times –  

Year 3 & 4 at 12 noon   

Year 5 – 8 at 1.00pm after the Senior Carol Service  

 

School closes for Christmas at 1.00pm 

 

Please be aware there will be no bus service after the morning run on Wednesday 16th December. 
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Thank you 

Years 5 and 6 are going to the pantomime next week to watch ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. The children would 

like to say a big thank you to the P.A. for kindly paying for their interval refreshment. 

 

Year 3 & 4 Christmas Shopping 

The PA Christmas Shopping Event is on Tuesday 15th December.  Each child in Years 3 and 4 will be able 

to visit the Christmas shop to choose and purchase a Christmas present for both a female and male 

relative; this could be Mum, Dad, Grandparent or perhaps a favourite Aunt or Uncle.  All gifts are wrapped 

so the chosen presents will be ready to go under the tree. Please can children remember their purses with 

£6 with which to purchase two gifts for two relatives (£3 per gift). 

 

Christmas Cards 

Thank you for the donations we have received so far for Childline.  If you wish to send in a donation please 

hand it in to Mrs Taylor in the office.  This is a very worthwhile charity helping children and their families 

during extremely difficult times and we hope to be able to send a good donation at the end of term. Thank 

you. 

 

French trip 

Mr Kippax would like to remind the parents of Year Six pupils travelling to France in February that 

passports, completed medical consent forms and EHIC cards should be handed in to Mrs Taylor as soon 

as possible. 

 

Staff News 

Mrs Butler, Year 3, sadly leaves Bromsgrove at the end of this term. Mrs Butler has taught in the 

Preparatory School since 2008 and will be deeply missed by staff, pupils and parents. We wish Mrs Butler 

every happiness as she spends time with her baby son at home. I am pleased to welcome Mrs Groves to 

the Prep School and the Year 3 team. 

 

Mrs Webley is expecting a baby in the New Year and I am pleased to confirm that her maternity leave will 

be covered by Ms Polly Arnold. 

 

Junior House Music Competition 

The first stages of our annual music competition for Years 3, 4 and 5 will take place during the first week 

of the Lent term.  Every pupil will be expected to perform a short solo piece to the best of their ability on 

their chosen instrument – pupils are welcome to sing or play the keyboard if they do not have any specific 

musical training.  The auditions will be held during lesson time in front of the class and there is a special 

atmosphere of support and encouragement for all pupils. The final stage of the competition is held in 

during early February (date to be confirmed) in Cobham Hall in front of the whole of the lower school and 

an audience of parents and family. 

 

Headmistress’ Commendations were awarded to: Eleanor Rea, Lena Siller, Emily Gittoes, Victoria Moberley, 

Anastasiia Bakulina (2), Yilin Liu, Ariana Jones, Claudia Bullock (2), Nikhil Gour, Edward Ashmore-Wells, 

Katie Hannafin, James Doohan-Smith, Charlie Bridgewater, Isabella Walters, Abigail Dakin, Matthew Bull, 

Daniel Grove, Jude Wilson, Francesca McCaig, Sofia Hodges, Molly-Jo Sword, James Alma, Shona Mills (2), 

Francesca Mellor (2), Alice Liversidge, George Ascough, Charles Costello, Louis Schell, James Cameron, 

Emma Dunnaker, Robbie Bayliss, Kiki Tan, Jenny Fallows, Ella Murphy, Grace Dieppe, Luke Weller (2), Lucy 

McLoughlin, Serisha Sunner, Thomas Griffiths, Chloe Arnold and Beth Slattery. 

 

Linguists for the month of November 

Years 3 and 4  - Bobby Riley and Lauren Baker 

Years 5 and 6 - Harrison Philpott and Sophie Pover 

Years 7 and 8 - Alexander Williams and Lucia Goodwin 

 

Fine Diners 
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Congratulations to this week’s Years 3 and 4 Fine Diners: Maria Christodoulou, Ewan Head, William Shirley, 

Pippa Dodworth, Georgina Howdle, Roberto Sanghera, Henry Wiggins, Gabriella Billig, Liam Bennett, Teah 

Petrova. 

 

 

 

Sport 

Boys 

Last Saturday, boys in Years 7 and 8 played rugby versus King Edwards School, Birmingham. The U13A,B 

and U12A, B teams were all victorious while the U13C and U12C teams both lost.  

On Tuesday our swimmers from Years 3,4 and 5 maintained their joint undefeated start to the season by 

winning the gala at home versus Newcastle under Lyme. Additionally on Tuesday we hosted the annual 

District cross country Championships and Mitchell Hare was selected for the U14 District team.  

On Wednesday all Years 7 and 8 swam in the annual house gala with victory going to Darby and a new 

house record to Oliver Brown in Year 7.  

On Thursday all the Year 4 boys played rugby away versus Warwick with the B team having the closest 

match.  

 

Squads 

Boys in Years 5, 6, 7 & 8 do not need to bring in kit bags on Monday if they are not staying for squads. 

 

Girls 

On Tuesday 8th December ten Year 8 girls competed in the Junior District Cross Country Championships. 

The whole team put in an excellent performance with all of the girls finishing in the top 25 out of 57 runners. 

The final positions were as follows: Daisy Clements 2nd, Lena Siller 5th, Ariana Jones 6th, Hannah Sahota 

7th, Grace Dieppe 10th, Emily Gittoes 12th, Shona Mills 17th, Cerys Boothroyd 18th, Gemma Calthorpe 

24th and Ruby Bruton-Gibney 25th. Congratulations to Daisy, Lena, Ariana, Hannah, Grace and Emily who 

will now represent the district at the County Championships in February; this is a fantastic achievement to 

have six Year 8 girls through to the Junior team. 

 

Squads 

Boys in Years 5, 6, 7 & 8 don’t need to bring in kit bags on Monday if they are not staying for squads. 

 

Swimming 

Junior squads on Tuesday 12th January (5.30pm – 6.30pm) is cancelled due to a swimming match. 

 

Pupil News 

Congratulations to Cerin Moodley and Toby Lewis on gaining their Black Belt in Karate. 

 

Many congratulations to Shona Mills (Year 8) who participated in the ASA National Age Group Synchronised 

Swimming Championships 2015, last weekend in Gloucester. Shona, a fully participating member of the 

City of Birmingham Synchronised Swimming Club Team, came 3rd, taking bronze in the “12 years and 

under” Recreational Team Combination Category. There were over 700 competitors taking part which 

makes Shona’s success even more outstanding.  

 

Lost property 

Nick Dolan – named fleece and white shorts  

Alec Abraham - waterproof coat with name is sewn inside neck. 

Daisy Grey – school cardigan 

 

Parents Association 

Date for your diary - May Ball 7th May 2016.  Please see attached flyer. 

 

2016 
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Boarders return to Page House by 7.30pm on Wednesday 6th January 2016.  School reopens on Thursday 

7th January 2016. 

 

On behalf of the staff I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Jacqui Deval-Reed 


